GANDHIJI AN$ DECENTRALIZATION OF POLITICAL POWER
Democracy is hostile to centralisation, for it is a
spirit which wants freedom to manifest itself imme-
diately and on the spot, wherever the need for the
expression of a collective will arises. . . . To canalise
it so as to make it flow into a single central channel,
is to destroy its spontaneity, and to make it unreal.
According to Prof. Huxley, 'the political road to a better
society is the road of decentralization and responsible self-
government. Centralization of power results in curtail-
ment of individual liberties and a progressive regimentation
of the masses in countries hitherto enjoying a democratic
form of government. Modern sociology also upholds the
principle that 'man is happiest when living in small com-
munities/ If we neglect this 'human factor* and do not
create small homogeneous groups, points out Roy Glenday,
all grandiose schemes for constructing a new world order
are destined to founder. Prof. Adams, after analysing the
shortcomings of modern democracies wants us "to go to the
root of the trouble and pursue a bold policy of devolution,
of decentralization,' Prof. Harold Laski also favours
decentralization because 'centralization makes for unifor-
mity ; it lacks the genius of time and place.' Lewis Mum-
ford, the renowned American Sociologist, recommends the
building up 'of small balanced communities in the open
country/ Thus Mahatma Gandhi was indeed, in very good
company in his forceful plea for decentralized democracy in
the form of village panchayats. Of these ancient village
republics, Sir Charles Metcalfe wrote in his minute of 1830:
The village communities are little republics, having
nearly everything they can want within themselves, and
almost independent of any foreign relations. They
seem to last where nothing else lasts. Dynasty after
dynasty tumbles down ; revolution succeeds revolution ;
......but   the   village   communities   remain   the
same. . . . This  union  of  the  village  communities,
each one forming a separate little state in itself, has,
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